
 

 

Pass rates for the GPhC’s Registration Assessment 
by school of pharmacy 

 

Introduction 

The GPhC is committed to using the knowledge gained from our regulatory services and from 

our work with others in order to promote improvement in the quality of pharmacy care and 

services. This is one of our key strategic aims1.  

As part of that commitment, we are publishing this report of pass rates by school of pharmacy 

for candidates sitting its Registration Assessment. This builds on a range of data and 

information we publish about our work in education and training. 

Passing the Assessment is one of the requirements for registering as a pharmacist in Great 

Britain. The report covers the four years 2011-20142.  

Other data on the Registration Assessment are published elsewhere, as set out in this report. 

The report will be of interest to anyone involved in pharmacist education and training. 

 

The education and training of pharmacists in Great Britain 

There are two main education and training routes to registration as a pharmacist in Great 

Britain: 

(1) GB students 

 

 pass a GPhC-accredited four-year MPharm degree;  

 then pass 52 weeks of pre-registration training; and 

 pass the GPhC’s Registration Assessment. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 GPhC Strategic Plan 2014-17, www.pharmacyregulation.org/resources/corporate-publications 
2
 The report does not include data on examinations sittings prior to 2011, when the Royal Pharmaceutical Society 

of Great Britain ran the national registration examination for pharmacists. 



(2) Non-EEA pharmacists 

 

 pass a GPhC-accredited one-year conversion postgraduate diploma, an Overseas 

Pharmacists’ Assessment Programme (OSPAP); 

 then pass 52 weeks of pre-registration training; and  

 pass the GPhC’s Registration Assessment. 

 

About the Registration Assessment 

The Registration Assessment is a national examination set by an independent Board of 

Assessors. It is a 170-question multiple choice examination sat on one day. There are two 

sittings: one in June, which is the main sitting, and one in September, a smaller sitting. In order 

to be eligible to sit in either June or September a pre-registration trainee must have completed 

satisfactorily 39 weeks of their 52 weeks of training.  

Candidates can sit the Registration Assessment a maximum of three times. 

 

The GB pharmacy student/trainee population 

For a long period up to and including 2002 there were 15 schools of pharmacy in Great Britain. 

From 2003-2013 universities opened new schools until there were 263.  From June 2007, 

students/trainees from new schools of pharmacy began to sit the Registration Assessment4 

(along with increased numbers of students/trainees from existing schools).  

From 2004-2014, the number of candidates sitting in June rose from 1501 to 2549, and the 

number of candidates sitting in September rose from 266 to 706. 

 

Information published currently about the Registration Assessment 

The GPhC’s independent Board of Assessors reports routinely and publicly to the GPhC’s 

Council after each sitting of the Assessment. Reports include: 

 overall pass rates; 

 pass rates by 1st,2nd and 3rd sitting; 

 pass rates by gender; 

 pass rates by sector of practice; 

 pass rates by GB country; 

 pass rates by candidate ethnicity. 

                                                           
3 One new school opened in Northern Ireland, taking the total in the United Kingdom to 27. 
4 Cohort sizes for the first four years of a new MPharm can be smaller than in steady state. This enables a school 

to build capacity gradually, as each year of the MPharm is taught for the first time. 



This report is a supplement to those reports, which are included in Council papers on the 

GPhC’s website (http://www.pharmacyregulation.org/about-us/who-we-are/gphc-

council/council-meetings). 

 

Information supplied to schools of pharmacy about candidate performance 

After each June sitting, the GPhC supplies schools of pharmacy with candidate performance 

data. The data includes: 

 overall performance data for candidates from the school; 

 performance data for each syllabus section for candidates from the school; and 

 comparative data so that schools can benchmark the performance of their candidates 

against candidates from other schools and the average performance for a sitting. 

The GPhC has provided these data to schools as a quality improvement tool so that they can 

refine the preparation given to students for the Registration Assessment.  

Low performing cohorts: It is routine for the GPhC to discuss low performing cohorts with the 

schools concerned and for those schools to implement action plans as a result of this 

engagement.  

 

Comparing June and September sittings of the Registration Assessment 

1st/2nd/3rd attempt profile 

June and September sittings are different in that most candidates sitting in June are sitting for 

the 1st time but in September there is a more balanced spread between 1st and 2nd sitters, with 

slightly more 3rd attempt sitters as well. For example, in 2014 the percentages were: 

June 2014    September 2014 

1st attempt: 93%   1st attempt: 48% 
2nd attempt: 4%   2nd attempt: 45% 
3rd attempt: 3%   3rd attempt: 7% 
 
Cohort sizes 

Most trainees enter their 52 weeks of training in time to sit the Registration Assessment in 

June, which means that June sittings are always significantly larger than September sittings. For 

example, in 2014 2549 candidates sat in June and 706 sat in September.  

 

 

 

http://www.pharmacyregulation.org/about-us/who-we-are/gphc-council/council-meetings
http://www.pharmacyregulation.org/about-us/who-we-are/gphc-council/council-meetings


Whole cohort pass rates 2011-2014 

Whole cohort pass rates are as follows: 

  June  September 

2011  85.5%  89.6% 
2012  94.5%  58.2%   
2013  78%  69.2%  
2014  85.3%  60.9% 
 
 
 
Pass ranges for June sittings 2011-2014 

  Lowest pass Cohort pass Highest pass  Range  
  rate by  rate  rate by  
  school    school 
 
2011  75%  85.5%  96%   75%-96%  = 21% 
2012  86%  94.5%  100%   86%-100%  = 14% 
2013  55%  78%  94%   55%-94%  = 39% 
2014  70%  85.3%  100%   70%-100%  = 30% 
 
 

Interpreting data 

Factors influencing performance: The performance of pharmacist trainees in the Registration 

Assessment is complex and likely to be multifactorial. As a result, the information provided 

should be considered in that context.  

Data excluded from this report: This report includes data on 1st attempt MPharm degree 

candidate performance by school of pharmacy for June sittings. The following classes of data 

have been excluded given the numbers involved are very small: 

1. OSPAP candidate data by school; 

2. 2nd and 3rd sitting candidate data by school; and 

3. Queen’s University, Belfast candidate data. Queen’s GB cohorts are very small because 

most candidates undertake pre-registration training in Northern Ireland and sit the 

Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland’s Registration Examination, not the GPhC’s 

Registration Assessment. 

 

 

 



Variation in pass rates by year: In any paper a percentage of questions will have been used 

before and some of these questions find their way into the public domain. To address this, 

when the GPhC became responsible for the Registration Assessment it began to commission 

new questions, which were used for the first time in September 2012. In addition to the 

questions being unused, they relied less on factual recall and more on decision making in 

patient-centred scenarios. We recognise that these factors may have had some impact on the 

drop in pass rates from September 2012.  

 

 

 

  



Appendix 1: 1st sitting MPharm candidate pass rates by school of pharmacy in the June sitting of the registration assessment 

2011-2014:  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 

  Number of 
candidates 

% pass rate no. % no. % no. % 

Aston University 135 93 130 98 97 88 105 94 

University of Bath 90 93 114 100 91 89 74 100 

University of Bradford (4-yr) 80 84 67 91 67 81 74 78 

University of Bradford (5-yr 
sandwich) 

64 88 79 90 82 67 72 83 

University of Brighton 83 82 92 92 71 79 54 76 

Cardiff University 96 95 100 98 89 90 78 96 

University of Central 
Lancashire 

- - 41 93 56 71 60 82 

De Montfort University 77 88 99 95 102 75 95 83 

University of East Anglia 67 94 70 94 74 85 85 94 

University of Hertfordshire 81 75 111 87 112 55 118 73 

University of Huddersfield - - - - 48 73 51 82 

Keele University 35 94 49 100 62 85 64 86 

King's College London 91 91 87 98 80 89 73 89 

Kingston University London 52 89 60 98 51 80 81 73 

 



 2011 2012 2013 2014 

  Number of 
candidates 

% pass rate 
no. % no. % no. % 

Liverpool John Moores 
University  

111 91 111 95 114 77 113 81 

University of Manchester 128 94 119 97 137 85 127 95 

Medway School of 
Pharmacy (universities of 
Kent and Greenwich) 

94 77 121 88 106 55 100 76 

University of Nottingham 162 91 149 97 139 90 165 96 

University of Portsmouth 122 86 106 92 88 66 107 70 

University of Reading 65 83 83 86 84 81 76 82 

Robert Gordon University, 
Aberdeen 

101 85 104 98 102 89 91 92 

University of Sunderland 99 81 110 97 144 88 93 92 

University of Strathclyde 109 95 97 99 108 94 131 98 

University College London 135 92 144 98 150 81 157 92 

University of 
Wolverhampton 

27 96 29 90 57 68 45 71 

 

Notes: 

1. Dashes (-) indicate no candidates.  

 

 

 


